VIII
THE LEGACY OF INDIA
WE have traversed a long passage from the vedic
to modern India, Her rich heritage is expand-
ing before the wistful eyes of humanity* India
is immortal. Her history belies her geog-
raphy* She has never been completely isolated*
Alexander the Great was the first to break down
the wall of separation between the East and the
West, and India thenceforth seems to have dif-
fused its ideas in the West Gnostic Christianity
itself was "Orientalism in a Hellenic mask" and
was influenced by Indian ideas. AHJeruni ob-
serves that "if a science or idea has once con-
quered the whole world, every nation appro-
priates part of it*" Hence the legacy of India is
not static, but a living, growing tradition. We
may contemplate the civilization of India "as a
huge moving mass of thought and usage, intensely
concentrated upon a great number of differen-
tiated nudei, but enmeshed with nerve threads
linking them in manifold and partly capricious
complexity with one another.1* The practical skill
wirib which Hinduism has steadily absorbed the